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Mass Audubon’s Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, a 165-acre property in Wenham with the main entrance 
located off of Cherry St (42.604536, -70.906785), is a real gem in Essex County. It is a wonderful area for 
birding, wildlife viewing, and walking thanks to its varied ecological communities, including deciduous, 
coniferous and mixed hardwood forests, fields, shrublands, deciduous and Atlantic white cedar swamps, 
sphagnum bogs, and several vernal pools.  
 
The property was a private estate of the Higginson family prior to Mass Audubon's acquisition of the 
land in 1970. The foundation of the former Higginson mansion can still be seen on the hill south of 
Cherry Street. Mr. Higginson built roads throughout the property for the purpose of wildlife viewing 
during all four seasons. The original entranceway to the mansion, which is lined with mature sugar 
maples, continues to be the main driveway into the sanctuary. 
 
Cedar Pond Wildlife Sanctuary is one of many of Mass Audubon’s unstaffed properties. Although trails 
are maintained and there is an ecological management plan for the sanctuary, there are no visitor 
services. The property is not listed on Mass Audubon’s website or broadly advertised, thus visitation is 
low and use is mainly by neighbors. In order to open the property to the public and welcome more 
people we need to make many improvements, including: 

• Creation of a trail map 

• Addition of a parking lot near the entrance 

• Improvement the main entrance including the existing driveway 

• Installation of a kiosk with trail map and information about the property 

• Addition of trail markers so visitors can navigate the trails more easily 

• Addition of an All Persons Trail that would be wheelchair accessible 
 
We are seeking approval from the Planning Board to install a parking lot near the entrance off Cherry St 
(see attached map and plans). We have discussed the project with Bresnahan and Horrigan Inc. and will 
most likely will contract them, if we get approval. They will grind the existing driveway area and use that 
material (which is crushed asphalt bituminous) as the base for the new parking lot. They will then install 
a 1.5-inch binder course of asphalt bituminous and then an additional 1.5-inch finish course of asphalt 
bituminous. The soil excavated from the parking lot area will be kept on site and used to grade a low 
spot in the field adjacent to the parking area, which will assist in establishing proper drainage for the 
area.  
 
The proposed parking area will be 5,200 square feet and accommodate 17 cars. Biodiversity Consulting, 
LLC, mapped the proposed parking lot showing the distances to the edge of the wet area and the 
distance to the property border and street (see attached map).  
 
This proposed project will be in full compliance with the Town of Wenham’s Parking and Loading 
Requirements under Article 6 255-6.3 for nonresidential special requirements. The parking spaces will 



be 10 feet wide and 20 feet long, and a handicapped parking space will be available in accordance with 
local state and federal regulations. No lighting will be installed at the site.  
 
Since the parking area will accommodate more than five vehicles the surface will be composed of 
asphalt bituminous and graded to shed water away from any roadway. Screening for the parking lot 
already exists with vegetation along the stone wall adjacent to Cherry Street and a row of mature sugar 
maple trees. 
 
The addition of a parking lot will enable us to accommodate more visitors to enjoy the trails and unique 
habitat. The proposed site improvements will enable us to fully open the site to the public, increasing 
access to hiking trails and nature to a larger audience, especially Wenham residents. In addition, we plan 
to provide more programming on-site. Our goal at Cedar Pond is to encourage greater stewardship of 
our land, water, and other natural resources, providing a portal to engage more people to care about 
and protect natural areas throughout Wenham, Essex County and beyond. 
 


